Act Out Loud: The Darfur Action Tour

Action Program

Darfur Facts Game and “Letters from Camp” Campaign
The purpose of the following game is to allow campers to gather and teach each other important facts about Darfur. Older campers will learn facts about the conflict in Darfur; younger campers have game boards with facts about the lives of refugees in the refugee camps in Darfur and Chad. Campers will use the facts they gather to write letters to President Bush about helping the refugees from the conflict in Darfur. 
Game Instructions:

1. Distribute one game board and 1 fact card to each camper. If you have more than 12 campers in your group, you will need to distribute a few doubles (provided). If you have less than 12 campers in your group, you will need to give some campers two fact cards. 

2. Read the following instructions to campers: 
In this game, we’re going to learn a little bit more about the genocide in Darfur. Each one of you has a game board. You’ll see that for each square, you need to find the answers to a question. You and your friends each have the answers to these questions. Nobody has all of the answers. 

Look at the fact card you’ve been given (silently and individually). Find the question on your board that it answers, and write it down in the space provided. Write your own name in the “given by” space. That’s now your free space!

In a minute, we’re going to let you get up and find answers to all of these sections. You have to write both the answer and the name of the person who gave you that answer. Once your board is complete, sit down. Everyone who completes their board correctly will get a reward!

3. Allow campers 10 minutes to complete their game boards (allow extra time if needed). Ask campers to sit down in a circle when they have finished. 

4. When everyone is done, read out the question for Fact #1 and ask campers to give the brief answer to that square. Ask campers which person gave them the answer to that square.

5. Ask the camper who holds Fact Card #1 to stand up and read the more detailed explanation of each answer

6. Repeat for Facts 2-12

7. Explain to campers: 

While each individual piece of information is really important by itself, collectively all the information together gives us a stronger, better picture of what is happening in Sudan. Similarly, while each of us working individually to make change in Sudan is incredibly important, if we work together as a team and take collective action, we can make an even larger impact

To signify that we’re all going to work together as a team, and to congratulate you on taking the first step towards helping the people of Darfur by learning more about the genocide, we’re going to give you each one of these dogtags. The message of this bracelet is “Act Out Loud.” We want to encourage you to act to help the people in Darfur – and do it loudly! 

By wearing these tags throughout your summer at camp and bringing it home with you, you will help spread awareness both of the crisis in Darfur and of the community of people that exists that is working to solve it. 

Today, we’re going to work together to take collective action. We’re all going to do what it says in the last square – we’re going to write letters to President Bush, asking him to help the refugees. 
Letter-Writing (10-15 minutes)

1. Distribute “Letters to President Bush” templates

2. Read instructions to students:
Today we will be writing letters from camp. Often we write letters home to tell people how we are doing at camp. Today, we will be writing letters to tell the President how the people in Darfur are doing, and what he can do to help them. We’re going to use the facts we just gathered to write these letters.
3. Read through the template with campers. Campers should be able to:

a. Describe their camps, and what they like to do at camp
b. Explain why people are living in refugee camps

c. Describe what they have learned about what life is like in the refugee camps
4. Campers should end their letters by asking President Bush to take action to help the refugees from Darfur (older campers can refer to their game boards for concrete actions the President can take)
5. Allow students 20-30 minutes to complete their letters. Students may ask each other for help and information, or ask their counselors (who will have detailed fact sheets available)
6. After all students have completed their work, counselors collect letters and pens to return to JWW staff.
7. If time allows, ask campers to brainstorm other letters they could potentially send – to friends, family, the UN Security Council, etc. What would they tell these people?

