Act Out Loud: The Darfur Action Tour

Darfur Facts Game – 6th- 9th grades


	Fact #1
When did the conflict in Darfur start?
Answer:

Given By:
	Fact #2
What is this conflict about?
Answer:

Given by:
	Fact #3
How big is Darfur?
Answer:

Given By:

	Fact #4
How many people are refugees from this conflict?
Answer:
Given By:
	Fact #5
How many people have died in this conflict?
Answer:
Given By:
	Fact #6
What does “Janjaweed” mean?
Answer:
Given By:

	Fact #7
How many African Union peacekeepers are there in Darfur?
Answer:

Given by:
	Fact #8
How many countries have called the conflict in Darfur a genocide?
Answer:

Given by:
	Fact #9
How does Sudan pay the Janjaweed to continue the conflict?
Answer:

Given by:

	Fact #10
What is one thing the US government can do to help?
Answer:

Given by:
	Fact #11
What is one thing the United Nations can do to help?
Answer:

Given by:
	Fact #12
One thing YOU can do to help:

Answer:

Given by:

	Answer:  February 2003

Explanation:  Tensions were brewing in Darfur for a long time, but in February 2003 two rebel groups attacked a Sudanese military airport in Darfur. The leaders of the rebel groups feel that the Sudanese government does not protect them or help them develop their region, and want more rights.

	Answer: Land, water and ethnicity
Explanation: Land and water – which you need for both farming and grazing animals, are very scarce in Darfur. Conflicts over land and water between African farmers and Arab nomads were made worse when President Bashir started replacing African leaders with Arab ones as part of his “Arabization” campaign – this made African leaders very frustrated as all conflicts seemed to be settled in favor of Arabs.

	Answer: The size of Texas 

Explanation: Darfur alone is the size of Texas or France. Sudan is the largest country in Africa, and Darfur is a big part of it. It has a desert climate – it is very dry and very hot. Water and good land – for farming or for raising animals – are both very scarce, and a reason for a lot of fighting there.

	Answer: 2.5-3 million people

Explanation: 2.5-3 million people have become refugees from the war in Darfur. Most of these people are living as homeless people in Darfur itself, but about 400,000 people have escaped to other countries that border Sudan, like Chad or the Central African Republic.

	Answer: 400,000-500,000 people
Explanation:  This is only an estimated number of people that have died since the government of Sudan began attacking the people in Darfur. When a government tries to kill an entire group of people, on purpose, we call that genocide. This is what is happening in Darfur. 

	Answer: “Evil man on horseback”
Explanation: The Janjaweed are an extremist militia group paid and armed by the Sudanese government. The Sudanese government uses the Janjaweed to commit genocide against the people of Darfur. The Janjaweed wait for the Sudanese government to bomb a village, and then enter the village on horseback with guns to attack, kill, loot and burn the village – this is where their name comes from.

	Answer: 7000 African Union troops
Explanation: Right now there are only 7000 African Union troops on the ground to protect all of the people of Darfur. And remember, Darfur is the size of Texas! The United Nations and African Union agreed to help each other, and put a force of 23,000 troops from both organizations into Darfur, but the Sudanese government is stalling the process, and has only agreed to 3000 more troops so far. 

	Answer: Only one.
Explanation: Even though there is a lot of evidence that shows that the government of Sudan is trying to kill all the people in Darfur on purpose, only one country – the USA – has declared the conflict to be genocide. The problem is that under international law, if a country says that a conflict is genocide, they legally HAVE to do something to stop it – and many countries don’t want to get involved in this conflict. 

	Answer: Money from oil
Explanation: Even though most of the people of Sudan are very poor, the government actually earns a lot of money from all the oil in Sudan. Most of the oil is bought by China, which pays a lot of money in return. The government uses this money to pay the Janjaweed and buy weapons to continue the conflict. 

	Answer: Expand sanctions – and tell the UN to do the same!
Explanation: Sanctions are laws that punish a government for doing something wrong. The US already has sanctions against Sudan, which punish the government of Sudan by not allowing it to trade with the US for oil. Sudan loses a lot of money that way. But the US needs to punish individual people in the government of Sudan, people who are responsible for giving orders and coordinating the genocide in Darfur as well. Also, the US needs to make sure that everyone joins in on punishing Sudan by telling the UN to put sanctions on the Sudanese government as well.

 

	Answer:  Send peacekeepers!
Explanation: The UN can do a lot to help the people in Darfur. First, it can follow the lead of the US by punishing the government of Sudan through sanctions. But perhaps more importantly, the UN needs to get troops on the ground in Darfur to protect the people there. The 7000 African Union troops that are already there need support, help in planning and money, and the UN can help them with all of that.

	Answer:  Lead your leaders – write a letter!
Explanation: Believe it or not, President Bush works for us. And that means that when we want him to do something – like work with the UN to put sanctions on Sudan and put troops on the ground in Darfur – he needs US to tell him to do it. So tell him – write a letter to President Bush, and ask him to take action now! 


