Introduction to Program

Opening Discussion

Purpose: To review the history of the Holocaust and relate it to the concept of genocide (5 minutes), and to introduce the conflict in Darfur (5-10 minutes).
Please open our discussion with the following questions. 

1. Does anyone know what the Holocaust was? When and where did it take place?

2. What happened in the Holocaust? (The German government targeted all Jews in Germany and Europe for destruction)

3. Has anything like the Holocaust ever happened again?  To whom?

4. Does anyone know what the word “genocide” means?

a. Genocide is when a government decides to murder a whole population, a whole group of people, on purpose.  

5. Explain to campers: Genocide has unfortunately happened many times since the Holocaust. The most famous example in the last few years was in Rwanda.  Today we’re going to learn about a genocide that is happening today, in a place called Darfur. We’re also going to learn about what we can do to help stop that genocide, so that no one else has to get hurt. 

Mini-lecture on Darfur:

Instructions – hand out or post map of Sudan

Who here has ever heard of the country Sudan? Does anyone know where it is?

Sudan is a country in Eastern Africa. It is just under, south of, Egypt.

For a long time, Sudan was a country that was run both by England and Egypt. Egypt ran the North of the country, and so the North became mostly Muslim and mostly Arab.  England ran the South of the country, and so most of the people there – who are black Africans – either converted to Christianity or stayed their traditional religions.

In 1956, Sudan became independent. That means that Egypt and England wouldn’t run the country anymore, the people in Sudan would have to run themselves. But because over the years the North and South had become very different, with very different people and very different religions, the North and South began fighting almost immediately over who would get the power in the country, and who would be in control. The South decided that it wanted to be its own country. 

The war went on for a really long time. There was a break of peace in the middle for about 8 years, but other than that Sudan was in war for almost 50 years – from 1956 until the year 2000. It was an awful and really bad war, where a lot of people, innocent people, were killed. 

But in 2000, almost 50 years after the war had started, the US started getting more involved. President Bush managed to get President Bashir in the North and the leaders of the rebel groups in the South to sit down and start talking about peace. Things were actually going pretty well, and by 2003, people thought that soon Sudan would finally have peace.

But there was a problem. 

There is a part of Sudan, in the West, that is called Darfur. It is here on your map (point to Darfur).

Darfur is one of the poorest parts of Sudan. The people that live there don’t have very much at all. There are very few schools, and there are only three roads in the whole area – and just so you know, Darfur is as big as France or Texas!

In Darfur, you have two major groups of people. You have Arabs, who live mostly as nomads – they raise cows and camels and travel throughout the year to find water and grass for their animals. There are also black Africans, who are mainly farmers. They stay in one place and take care of their farms, which are very poor but at least usually grow enough food to live off of. 

Everyone in Darfur, both the Africans and the Arabs, is Muslim. So there aren’t religious conflicts there.

People in Darfur used to live in peace. When there were fights between the two groups, they were almost always settled peacefully  when African leaders and Arab leaders would sit and talk the problem out. 

But when Bashir first came into power, he started what he called “Arabizing” Sudan, including Darfur. He would take any leaders who were African and replace them with Arab leaders.

After that, any arguments that happened between the two groups would usually get settled in favor of the Arabs. African leaders became more and more frustrated, and eventually many of these small conflicts became violent.

When the North and South began to negotiate peace, the African leaders in Darfur asked to be a part of the negotiation. They wanted to get some of the same things that the South was going to get – power-sharing, a voice in the government, and some money to build roads, schools and other projects in Darfur.

But everyone involved in the talks didn’t want to include the leaders from Darfur. They were afraid that the problem with Darfur would make the whole negotiation too complicated. 

Has anyone ever been left out of something? What does it feel like? Pretty bad, right?

So the African leaders felt very frustrated. They decided that the only thing to do was to fight. They formed two rebel groups, and attacked a government airport in Darfur. 

Because they caught the military by surprise, they actually won that first battle. But the government responded to their rebellion in a very terrible way. 

The government gave money and weapons to groups of very racist, very extreme Arabs, called the Janjaweed. The government told the Janjaweed that they could do whatever they wanted to squash the rebellion. 

The Janjaweed began to attack villages of Africans in Darfur. Lots of people – about 400,000 – have been killed already, and millions more have run away from the war. The government knows that the Janjaweed are attacking and hurting the whole population of Darfur, and they are helping them do it. 

We call what is happening in this war a genocide, because the government, with the Janjaweed’s help, is trying to kill every single African who lives in Darfur. 

Ok, I know that was a lot of information! Thank you for listening to it. 

In the next activity, we’re going to learn a little bit more about what life is like for people living in Darfur in the middle of this war.

