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Sudantemporarily suspended 52 non-governmertal organizations working in Darfur on
Thursday, March 22, 2007, asthe new U.N. humanitarianchief began hisfirst visit to the country,
hoping to win aid groups better acess to the regon. Jamal Y oussef Idriss, from the Sudarese
govermmert's Humaritarian Aid Commission (HAC) in Nyala, said the NGOs had beensuspended
from working in southern Darfur state after aninvedigation aimedat preverting fraud found they did
not comply with regulations. He said he plamedto mee all the NGOs affectedto discuss resuming
their operaions. International aid agencieshave freedom of movement and canwork without
problems he said.

John Holmes, U.N. under-secretary gereral for humaritarian affairs and emergercy relief
coordination, said he held "very useful and constructive” talks on Darfur with Humaritarian Affairs
Minister Kosti Maribe but stressed that only a political solution could end suffering in the remote
regon.. Manibe dismissedallegations that Sudan wascreaing bureaicraic obstaclesthat mace it more
and more diffi cult for aid groups and non-governmental organizatonsto reachDarfur. He said
procedureswere being studiedto make it easer to get to Darfur.?

Assistant U.S. Secretary of State for African Affairs Jendayi Frazer, hassaid that "Darfur is
the most diffi cult diplomaic challenge we havein Africa:" The United Stateshasfour prioritieson the
Africancontinent, Frazer said: conflict resolution, democraizaton, ecanomic growth, and prevertion
and treatmert of diseagsincluding HIV/AIDS, tubercuosis and malaria. Annual U.S. aid to Africais
$4.1 billion, up from less than $800 million in 2001. "WeVe done well on the peacefront, but Darfur
isthe harded nut to crack," Frazersaid. The Sudanes govermrmert hasbacked away from an
agreamert to allow up to 20,000 Africanand international troops into the regon to help quell the
violence. The international community must erforcethe agreemert -- perhaps with a coalition of
interrational forces-- and stop trying to reachmore compromises Frazr said.’

The Continuing Impasse with the United Nations

New United Nations Secgetary-General Ban Ki-moon sert aletter on Jaruary 24, 2007 to
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Sudares Presdert Omar Hassan Al Bashir stressing the importance of more support for the African
Union mission arnd also the needfor the rapd depoyment of the hybrid UN-AfricanUnion force. "
have requededvery strongly that Presdert Bashir agreesto my letter [on the heaw support package
which will enable the ealy depoymert] of ahybrid UN-AfricanUnion peacekeepng operatons,” Mr
Bansaid in Jaruary 2007.* His commerts come asthe UN Offi ce for the Coordination of
Humaritarian Affairs (OCHA) releasedits lates grim overview of the situation in Darfur, producedin
callaboration with other UN agerciesand non-governmerntal organizaions (NGOs), showing the
violenceforced araund 46,000 peagple to fl ee their homesin January 2007. "New population
displacemets were reg steredweely in Jaruary asattacks on villages sexual violenceand
intimidation continuedto forcelarge numbersof pegple to move throughout Darfur," the OCHA
overview states New displacenerts of villagerstowards interrally displacedperson (IDP) camps
continued"relentlessly” through the month asareault of attacks by both the governrmert of Sudanand
associated militiaand awing of the Sudan Liberaion Army headedby Minni Minawi.?

Sudares Presdert Omar al-Bashir reponded with aletter of his own to Secretary-General
BanKi-moon in early March, wherein he made scart refererce to the November 2006 agreemerts,
insteadarguing thatthe U.N. plan"contraveres' the Darfur Peae Agreemert signedin May 2006
between Sudans government and one of Darfur'srebel factions. The first stage of the U.N. plan- a
"light support" package adding some equipmert, military offi cersand U.N. policeto the AU operation
- isnealy complete. But the secand phase - dedoying a"heaw support” package with more than
3,000 U.N. military, policeand civilian personnel, along with substartial aviation and logistical assets
- hasbeenheld up since December 2006 waiting for al-Badhir's letter and expecied accepgance. Mr.
al-Badhir insistedin his letter that the November agreament edaldishedthatthe U.N. would provide
the AU force with tecmical and financial assistance and "military consultants with rarks below that of
the military commarder appointed by the African Union." He also objeciedto a section of a U.N.
report stating that "full U.N. involvement in command and control would be a prerequisite for U.N.
funding and troop contribution.” As for the ervisioned"hybrid" AU-U.N., Mr. al-Badir said, "the AU
forcesimplementing that phase, in termsof control or command, must remain forcesof the African

* The United Nations Security Council adopteda reslution in 2006 lag yeardemarding that Sudan
allow the UN to bolster the under-funded, 7,000-member AfricanUnion monitoring force in Darfur.
Bashir rejected the resolution but in November agreedto a compromise planfor ahybrid AU-UN
peaceleepng operation -- anagreement he hasnow backedaway from.
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Union supported by the United Nations asper the two packages"®

The international reponse to Mr. al-BashirOdetter hasbeenmixed

¥ A United Nations spokesvoman Marie Okabe, said that Bashir's letter "contained
positive elemerts, including the strong expression of support to joint efforts by the
AfricanUnion and United Nations... aswell asassurancesover humanitarianaide for
the people of Darfur." But she had also said the message "seemsto cad doubt on" a
November 2006 accard in which Sudanagreedto the dedoymert in Darfur of ajoint
UN-AU force’

¥ China's U.N. ambassador Wang Guargya calledon Sudans presdent to explain his
letter challenging the planto send United Nations peackeepersto help AfricanUnion
troopsin Sudaris Darfur regon. (Chinais asignificart tradng partner with Sudan)
Mr. Wang Guargya referenceda Novemler 2006 meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
where anagreemert had beenreachedfor the three-stage U.N. planthat would
culminate in a22,000-member joint U.N.-AU peackeegping mission. "Lad year, in
Addis, the underdganding [wag clearthat we are committedto this," he said. "So
therefae, it seemsthat thereare some miscommunicaions and misunderdandings of
all this."®

¥ Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vitaly Churkin, whose country also hassignificart
commercial interegsin Sudan, said Moscow is analyzing al-Bashir's letter and wants
to hearwhat the secretary-generalthinks about it, but calledfor more dialogue with
Sudan®

¥ Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Abul Gheit opposed further ecanomic sanctions
being imposedon Sudanbecatse of the atrocitiesin the Darfur regon. Mr. Gheit said
he had sent "urgent messages' to the five permaren memtersof the UN Security
Council and to the seaetariats of the United Nations, the AfricanUnion and the
European Union, calling on them "to treatin a positive way the lad letter of Sudarese

Presdert Omaral-Bashir to UN Secretary Gereral Ban Ki-moon."*
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¥ Both Britain and Waghington arethreatering new sanctionsif Khartoum doesnot
backthe depoymert.™*

War Crimes

In Felruary 2007, International Criminal Court prosecutor Luis-Moreno Ocampo named
militialeacer Ali Kosheib and AhmedHaraoun, Sudanese secretary of state for humaritarian affairs
(SwanOsecretry of state of theinterior atthe time of the alleged crimes), asDarfur war crimes
suspects for crimesin the wedernregon of Darfur. Moreno-Ocampo beganinvedigating accisations
of persecution, torture, rape and murder in June 2006. He hasfocused on everts between2003 ard
2004, consideredthe most violert period in the Darfur conflict.*?

Sudanhasamouncedthatit will re-interrogate AhmedHaroun, who had beencleaed of war
crimesin Darfur earierin March 2007. Sudarese Prosecuor General Sakh Abu Zeid said that new
evidence hadcalledfor the re-interrogation of Mr. Haroun. Prosecuor Abu Zeid also amouncedthat
threesecurity offi cials accused of murdering Darfur civilians and burning down their villagesareto
stard trial.”®

Khartoum hadreactedto the |CC's naming of war criminals by insisting thatits judiciary was
fully competert to handle the cases rejectng the legtimacyof any foreign court seekng to try
Sudanese nationals.**

The Expanding War Into Chad
Chads government said Thursday, March 22, 2007, that two Sudanese planeshave been

bombing villageson the Chadanside of their sharedborder for two days, causing anunspecified
number of deaths. In an offi cial statemert, the government demanded a stop to the attacks along the
border, which hasfrequertly beencrossedby Sudarese rebels fighting in the wegern Darfur regon
and Chadan rebels who operate from basesinside Sudan. It said the governmert reservesthe right to
regpond with force
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