Dear Secretary Rice,

Sudan's latest "agreement" to introducing a large peacekeeping force into Darfur provides a glimmer of hope for progress towards ending the genocide.  Given Sudan’s history of empty promises, this threatens to remain a glimmer – unless you ensure the effectiveness of the proposed hybrid force.

Specifically, for a peacekeeping mission to be effective, the following criteria need to be met.  Sudan has and will resist all of them, so I urge you to push for them with the utmost insistence.  As a recent paper by leading policy experts at ENOUGH describes, the criteria for a successful Darfur peacekeeping mission are:

1. A strong mandate to protect civilians.

2. United Nations command and control.

3. No less than 17,500 troops and 4,000 police drawn from both African and non-African contributors. 

4. Mobile resources for Darfur's challenging physical terrain.

5. Strong emphasis on civilian and humanitarian components to take advantage of any opportunities to advance the political peace process created by the peacekeeping force.

6. Sufficient funding from the international community.

If these six criteria are met, true progress towards ending the genocide will be made.  I urge you to push for this peacekeeping mission, while also pushing for the establishment of a serious peace process and for the punishment of the genocide's perpetrators.

I thank you for your continued concern for the victims of this genocide, and I implore you and your Administration to push strongly across the board to ensure that an effective peacekeeping force is finally put into place.  Millions of lives are at stake.
